Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 294 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.059; wR factor = 0.155; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.8.
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265 parameters H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.14 e Å À3 Á min = À0.15 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg2 and Cg4 are the centroids of the C1-C6 and C17-C22 benzene rings, respectively. ring (Mehta et al. 2010) . p-Anisidine derivatives have been found to be biologically interesting for many years (Jubie et al. 2009 ). Continuous change in the structures of known active compounds and the preparation of new types (Vatmurge et al. 2008 ) has been forced by the development of bacterial resistance to known compounds (Vatmurge et al. 2008 ).
In the title compound (I), (Fig. 1) , the β-lactam ring (N1/C8-C10) is nearly planar, with a maximum deviation of 0.023 (2)Å for N1. The bond lengths in the β-lactam ring are comparable with those found in previous similar studies (Akkurt et al. 2006; Ercan et al., 1996a,b; Kabak et al., 1999) .
Its mean plane makes dihedral angles of 11.61 (19), 74.5 (2) and 72.3 (2)°, respectively, with three aromatic rings (C1-C6), (C11-C16) and (C17-C22). The details of the dihedral angles between the planes of the rings are given in Table 2. A weak intramolecular C-H···O hydrogen bond contributes to the stability of the molecular configuration (Table 1) .
The crystal structure is stabilized by intermolecular C-H···O hydrogen-bonding (Table 1, Fig. 2 ) and C-H···π stacking interactions (Table 1) . Furthermore, a π-π interaction [Cg1···Cg3(x, y, z) = 3.6129 (19) Å, Cg1 and Cg3 are the centroids of the N1/C8-C10 β-lactam ring and the C11-CC16 benzene rings, respectively] helps to stabilize the crystal structure.
Experimental
A mixture of N-(3-nitrobenzylidene)-4-methoxybenzeneamine (1.28 g, 5.00 mmol) and triethylamine (2.53 g, 25.00 mmol), phenoxyacetic acid (1.14 g, 7.50 mmol) and tosyl chloride (1.43 g, 7.50 mmol) in CH 2 Cl 2 (30 ml) was stirred at room temperature overnight. Then it was washed with HCl 1 N, saturated sodium bicarbonate solution and brine, dried with Na 2 SO 4 and the solvent was evaporated to give the crude product as a white crystal which was then purified by recrystallization from (17) Ring 1 is the N1/C8-C10 β-lactam ring, Ring 2 is the C1-C6 benzene ring, Ring 3 is the C11-C16 benzene ring and Ring 4 is the C17-C22 benzene ring.
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